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EDG News and Seasons Greetings 
 

 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

The year 2007 has come to its end and we do not want to miss the opportunity to 

look back and give a short report about what has happened in EDG. 

After its revival in 2006 the “New EDG” entered into a consolidation phase. According 

to the bylaws of EDG the chairmanship changes every year. Ivars Akerfelds (Latvia) 

took over from Johannes Welling (Germany). In 2007 the EDG 

web-page (www.timberdry.net) was set-up and up-dated 

various times. In close cooperation with the Norwegian 

institute Norsk Treteknisk Institutt (NTI) the discussion forum of 

the Norwegian Kiln Drying Club (Torkeklubben) was translated 

into an English version which was specially adapted to the 

needs of EDG. You can reach the discussion forum via the 

EDG homepage and use it free of cost. Up to now the traffic on this discussion forum 

is not yet very dense. But this can easily be changed by you, if you visit and use the 

new instrument frequently. 

In 2007 the EDG Chairman 

Ivars Akerfelds and his 

colleagues organised a well 

attended EDG Drying Seminar 

in Riga (24th April). 

Approximately 60 people from 

industry and scientific 

community attended the 

seminar and listened to 11 top 

level presentations. You can find the corresponding PDF-versions on the EDG web-

page. 

EDG tried to keep close contact to COST Action E53 (Quality Control of Wood and 

Wood Products), here especially with Working Group 2, which deals with moisture 

content and drying related issues. If you want further information, please visit 

www.coste53.net.  

In 2007, membership forms were circulated and first personal memberships were 

awarded to 10 experts. These 10 experts are the very first EDG members that paid 



any membership fees. As you will probably remember, EDG does not receive any 

public funding anymore. Therefore, membership fees and EDG seminars up to now 

are the only sources of income. Ten paying members certainly is not a lot and 

therefore the financial means of EDG are rather limited. But this can be changed 

easily. Visit the EDG webpage, download the membership form and send it back to 

Johannes Welling (Welling@holz.uni-hamburg.de) or Knut Magnar Sandland 

(Knut.Sandland@treteknisk.no). In 2008 a list of EDG members will be placed on the 

EDG homepage. Replying soon will secure that your name shows up on the top of 

the list. Latecomers might end up at the bottom. 

In addition, we would like to announce that there is still some space on the EDG 

homepage. Your institute or your industrial cooperation partners can place their logo 

there. The logo can be connected with a link to the corresponding homepage. This 

space on the website has different price levels. The most expensive position is the 

pool position, second, third and others are a bit cheaper. In order to give everybody a 

fair chance to pay more, the place is only given away for half a year. After half a year 

you will have to bargain again. 

The next EDG seminar will take place in Oslo 21th May 2008. More information about 

this will follow during the next weeks. 

We would like to thank all EDG activists for their contributions to EDG and their 

donation of time, especially Ivars Akersfelds for acting as Chairman in 2007 and for 

organising the EDG seminar, Knut Magnar Sandland for 

acting as Vice-Chair, for installing and 

taking over the book keeping at NTI and 

for taking over the lead of EDG in 2008. 

Thanks also to Zeljko Gorisek from 

University of Ljubljana in Slovenia, who 

will become Vice-Chairman of EDG and 

who will organise the EDG seminar in 

2009. Zeljko will assist Knut Magnar Sandland with the daily 

business of EDG. Thanks also to Johannes Welling who is 

contributing a lot in the work with EDG.  

EDG sends out Seasons Greeting to all its friends and supporters. Let us hope that 

2008 will become a prosperous year in terms of membership increase, new research 

ideas and projects, good meetings and information exchange. 


